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LEGAL NOTICE:  
The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as possible in the 

creation of this publication.  
 
Whilst all attempts have been made to verify information provide d in this 

publication, the Publisher assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or 
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of 
specific persons, peoples, or organisations are unintentional. 

 
All photographs have been used courtesy of Mack Trucks, Allentown, PA.  I 

would like to thank Mr John Walsh and Mack Trucks for allowing me to use 
their photographs in this publication.  
 

You are encouraged to print this book for easy reading.  
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America has always had a love affair with automobiles, and in the early 
1900s, trucks were an afterthought and were being assembled using surplus 

car parts.  John Mack changed this. 
 
 

John was one of five brothers, and was raised in Pennsylvania.  In 1878, he 
ran away from home when he was 14 years old.  He learned how to work 
steam engines, and this took him to sea and he worked for several years on 

ships and docks around the United States and the Panama Canal. 
 

 
On his return, in 1893, John and his brother Augustus purchased a small 
carriage and wagon-building firm in Brooklyn.  It was not a particularly good 

time to start a business as the country was suffering an economic depression, 
but the Mack Brothers had a few orders.  Fortunately, they did establish a 
reputation as first class technicians. 

 
 
In 1900, the brothers opened their first bus manufacturing plant.  This 

venture paid off, when the brothers introduced their first successful vehicle, a 
40hp, 20 seat, passenger bus.   
 

 
The Mack bus was built for the sightseeing company Harris and McGuire, and 
was operated in Brooklyn's Prospect Park for eight years before being 

converted into a truck.  The vehicle racked up a million miles of service, the 
first in a long line of Mack vehicles to do so.  The success and acceptance of 
"Old Number 1" initiated a history of truck development unparalleled in the 

industry, and established the company whose reputation was for tough, high 
quality products. 

 

 
1904 - 20 Passenger Bus. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
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The inspiration for building a large commercial motor vehicle truck allegedly 
occurred when Mack was invited for a ride in a neighbour's new two -cylinder 

Winton automobile.     
 
The company incorporated in New York with John, Augustus, and William 

Mack as the directors. 
 
 

The prototype "Old Number 1" was so successful that other orders soon 
followed.  The Mack's three other brothers joined in the formation of the 

Mack Brothers Company in the State of New York. 
 
 

1905  
 
The company, by now, had outgrown their Brooklyn facility.  They moved 

back home to Allentown, Pennsylvania as the Mack Brothers Motor Car 
Company, with John as its driving force.  Joseph Mack also became a 
stockholder in the company. 

 
 
Mack was one of the first manufacturers to mount a cab directly over the 

engine, which increased the drivers visibility and manoeuvrability, which was 
particularly useful on crowded city streets, this saw the introduction of the 
óManhattanô cab over engine model. 

 
 
Gus Mack patented a constant mesh feature that protected gears from being 

damaged, or stripped by inexperienced drivers, whilst John patented the 
selective gear feature that allowed drivers to shift gear immediately from high 

to low, and vice versa, without going through interm ediate speeds.  Other 
manufacturers incorporated these patented Mack designs into their vehicles 
for several years. 

 
 
Mack also built rail cars and locomotives from 1905 until 1930.  During the 

period 1951 through 1954, the company built 40 forward control  diesel rail 
cars.  
 

1906  
 
The Mack Brothers Manufacturing Company was created to continue the 

operations of the Brooklyn plant, which still manufactures wagons, and 
repairs automobiles. 
 

  

http://www.macktrucks.com/
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1909  
 

The junior model was introduced, which was a lightweight 1½ ton truck, and 
was a left hand steer and featured a chain drive.  
 

 
The Mack Senior (left) and The Mack Junior (right). Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 
John did not intend to build motor cars.  He pioneered the design and 

manufacture of custom-built trucks using durable Mack built components, not 
discarded car parts.  He devised the seat over engine trucks, which were the 
forerunners of modern cabs.  The trucks could haul a capacity of 7½ tons, 

the company also produced fire engines, railroad cars, and buses.  
 
 

1910  
 
The company dropped the óManhattanô trade name and the trucks began 

carrying the óMackô nameplate, and produced the first motorized hook and 
ladder fire truck for the city of Morristown, New Jersey.  

 
Charles Mack joined the company. 
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1911  
 

By now, the company was the premier manufacturer of heavy -duty trucks, 
making 600 units a year.  However, more money was required to expand, and 
J.P. Morgan organised the merger of the Mack Company with the Saurer 

Motor Company to form the International Motor Company.  
 

 
 
The two truck manufacturing companies continued as distinct organisations, 
but the selling and servicing of Mack and Saurer trucks were combined as a 

distinct function of the holding company.  
 

 
1912  
 

The International Motor Company's size increased with the acquisition of the 
Hewitt Motor Company, a New York City based builder of highly engineered 
motor trucks.  

 

 
Hewitt 10 Ton Truck. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
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John and three of his brothers were unhappy with the changes that had taken 
place in the top management of the new company, and disassociated 

themselves from the company. 
 
 

1914  
 
The Hewitt name was discontinued. 

 
 

The Manhattan Motor Truck Company (which ran the Mack branches in New 
England) became the Mack Motor Truck Company. 
 

 
The Mack AB was the company's first standardised, high volume model series.  
The first AB had chain drive or worm drive.  This vehicle filled the medium 

duty role and incorporated many innovations, particularly adapted to the 
times.  Its simple, classic styling and overwhelming customer acceptance 
endured continuous modification and a production that extended through 

until 1937, of over 55000 units.  
 
 

1916  
 
The famous AC model was introduced.  With its chain drive rear axle, the AC 

model earned an unparalleled reputation for reliability and durability, and was 
called upon to help accomplish nearly impossible military and civilian tasks.  

 

 
Model AC - 1920 Era. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
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The AC model was in production continuously until 1939, and 40299 were 
built.  

 
 
The AC is not only credited with giving Mack its famous Bulldog identity, but 

also with achieving success and international fame. 
 
 

Mack built a military armoured car on an AB Chassis for the New York 
National Guard.  During World War 1, Mack delivered approximately 4500 AC 

model trucks of 3½, 5½, and 7½ ton capacity to the US gover nment.  During 
that same period, Mack also delivered over 2000 units to Great Britain. 
 

 
It is said that the British soldiers (Tommieôs), when faced with a difficult truck 
problem would shout out ñsend in the Mack bulldogsò.  The universal story is 

that the British engineers testing the AC's and the Tommieôs in France said, 
ñThe Mack AC's had the tenacity of a bulldogò.  At that time, the symbol of 
Great Britain was the bulldog, and this was high praise for the trucks. 

American óDoughboysô expressed the same opinion of the truck. 
 
 

A new holding company, the International Motor Truck Corporation, was 
formed.  It assumed the notes payable obligations of the International Motor 
Company and owned 98 percent of its stock.  The International Motor 

Company, through its ownership of the Mack Brothers Motor Car Company, 
the Saurer Motor Company, and the Hewitt Motor Company, became the 
operating organisation, with its main plants in All entown, Pennsylvania 

(Mack), Plainfield, New Jersey (Saurer), and Brooklyn, New York (Hewitt). 
 

 
The International Motor Company also owned the International Mack Motor 
Corporation, which had been set up in December 1915 to run most of the 

company owned branches.  However, by the end of World War 1, the title of 
this company became the Mack International Motor Truck Corporation. 
 

 
1918  
 

The Saurer nameplate was discontinued in the United States. 
 
 

Mack became the first truck manufacturer to apply air cleane rs and oil filters 
to trucks after Mack engineers discovered the fuel and maintenance savings 
that these products offered customers.  
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1919  
 

Mack played a major role in a trans-continental convoy conducted by the US 
Army.  This project underscored the need for a national highway system.  
 

 

 
1920 - 1931 AB Rail Car. Courtesy of Mack Truck  

1922  
 

The parent company title changed from International Motor Truck Corporation 
to Mack Trucks Incorporated.  The change in title was to identi fy the 
corporate name more closely with the company's product and lessen any 

misidentification of Mack products with those of a competitor, the 
International Harvester Company.  The International Motor Company 
continued as the manufacturing subsidiary of Mack Trucks Inc. until 1936.  

 
 
The company also adopted the Bulldog as its corporate symbol.  The first 

usage of the Bulldog as a symbol was on a sheet metal plate riveted to each 
side of the cab.   
 

 
It was first drawn on 3 June 1921 and was released, pri nted, and specified for 
the AB chain drive (CD) and dual reduction (DR) carrier drive trucks.  The 

plate was used later on the M model off -highway trucks, except that the plate 
then showed Mack Trucks, Inc., Allentown, PA, instead of International Motor 

Company of New York. 
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First Bull Dog Use on the AB name plate 1921. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  

 

 
1924  
 

On 14 March, John was going to a business meeting in Weatherly, 
Pennsylvania in his Chandler coupe. 
 

 
He was involved in an accident with a trolley car of the Lehigh Valley Transit 
Company, which was crossing the road diagonally.  Jack died almost instantly 

when his car was pushed off the road ahead of the trolley, and was caught 
against a heavy pole, crushing it like an eggshell.   
 

His body was laid to rest in Fairview Cemetery in Allentown, just above the 
former Mack plant on 10th Street.  

 
 
1927  

 
Over the years, there had been few Mack models as famous as the AC model. 
The Mack BJ and BB models, the first of the early B Series introduced in 1927, 

represented the company's first trucks developed in response to the demand 
for larger capacity, higher speed haulage.  The growing acceptance of 
trucking as a transport mode required the application of new design and 

engineering principles, and a variation of sizes and weights to satisfy 
emerging state regulations.  More than 15000 units were produced 
throughout 1941.  
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Model BB 1928 - 1932. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 

 
1929 -1944  
 

During the years from 1929 until  1944, Mack produced 2601 semi or full 
trailers. 

 
Full trailers were of two styles, non -reversible or reversible. Non-reversible 
trailers had a solidly fastened rear axle arrangement with a draw bar on the 

front end so that the trailer could be drawn in on e direction. 
 
A reversible trailer had axle arrangements similar at each end.  Either end 

could be fastened in a stationary position whilst the draw bar could be 
fastened to the other end of the trailer.  In this way, either end could be the 
front of the u nit.  

 
 
1932  

 
Chief Engineer Alfred Masury designed the bulldog hood ornament, and 
received a patent for the design.  

 

 
Bulldog Patent Illustration. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
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1936  

 
The name of the International Motor Company changed to the Mack 
Manufacturing Corporation.  

 
 
Mack produced a series of trucks under the óMack Jrô name.  The vehicle was 

produced by the Reo Truck Company in Lansing, Michigan, and built 
according to Mack specifications and were sold through the Mack sales 

organisation.  In total, 4974 chassis were built during 1936 - 1938. 
 

 
Mack Jr 1936. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 
 
This was the second time in the companyôs history that a Mack Junior was 

sold.   
 
 

The Mack E series, introduced in 1936, was a streamlined, medium-duty truck 
with a gross vehicle weight rating ranging up to 23000lbs.  The E models 
were available in both conventional and cab over engine configurations, and 

proved themselves among the most versatile products ever offered by Mack.  
Over 78000 E Series trucks were produced through 1951. 
 

 
Mack was one of the first truck manufacturers to apply four -wheel brakes to 
heavy-duty trucks, which increased braking ability and safety, particularly with 

heavier loads.   
 

 
In 1938, Mack became the first truck manufacturer to design and build its 
own heavy-duty diesel engines, establishing the tradition of "balanced design" 

(in which the integration of the power train and vehicle design maximised 
performance) that continues today.  
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During 1938 to 1944, Mack produced a model called the óEDô, which was a Ĳ 

ton vehicle and approximately 2686 vehicles were sold. 
 
 

1940 -1945  
 
During the war years, Mack built heavy-duty trucks to support the allied 

forces.  The company was a major military cont ractor providing more 
specialised products, such as personnel carriers, wrecker trucks and tank 

transporters. 
 

  

 
Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 
1940 -1953  
 

Mack produced marine engines for many years. "The Mariner" engines were 
used in yachts, pilot and workboats.  The ENDM 405 (FW) was produced from 
1940 to 1941 and 16 engines were manufactured. 
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Mack Mariner Diesel Engine 1940 - 1953. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 
From 1943 to 1964, 1275 óLRô models were produced.  The next generation 
(óLVô) was built from 1948 to 1961 and 515 were produced. 

 
 

1950  
 
The Mack L series were heavy-duty trucks produced from 1940 to 1956.  

They exhibited clean, timeless styling and proved extremely popular.  Some 
models in this series combined many aluminium components with the more 
powerful engines to satisfy the long distance hauling needs of West Coast 

operators.  Some 35000 Mack L models graced the highways in their day. 
 
 

The 1950s also brought significant product advancements from Mack, 
including the G, H and B models.  The G series featured an all aluminium cab 
for lightweight and the ability to haul big payloads, especially in West Coast 

applications.  The H series, dubbed "Cherry Pickers" for their very high cabs 
were designed with a short bumper to back of cab dimension to 
accommodate 35ft trailers within 45 overall legal limits.  

 
 

The B series, introduced in 1953, was possibly one of Mack's most successful 
and popular products.  Its pleasing, roun ded appearance set a new styling 
standard for trucks, as did the wide range of model variations offered.   
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BGI Model with Integral Sleeper 1953 - 1966. Courtesy of Mack Trucks  
 
There are B models still in active service today, part of the 127786 built 

through 1966.   
 
 

1953 also marked the introduction of the famous Thermodyne open chamber, 
direct injection diesel engine, which established Mack's tradition of leadership 
in diesel performance and fuel efficiency.  

 
 
The word "In ternational" was dropped from the title of the main Mack sales 

organisation. 
 
 

1956  
 

Mack changed the titles of its manufacturing and sales subsidiaries to Mack 
Trucks, Inc. 
 

 
The first diesel fire truck, which was a Mack B85F model, was purchased by 
the city of Hamilton, Bermuda in 1960.  

 
 
Mack Trucks, Inc. purchased Brockway Motor Company in 1956.  Brockway 

ceased production in 1977. 
 
The óMô series rated from 15 to 100 was produced from 1960 to 1979. 

 
 


