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LEGAL NOTICE:  
The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as possible in the 

creation of this report, notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or 
represent at any time that the contents within are  accurate. 
 

While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this 
publication, the Publisher assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or 
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of 

specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional. 
 

You are encouraged to print this book for easy reading. 
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The Early Years  
 

 
AC Cars was established in 1907 and is the oldest British car manufacturer 
that is still producing vehicles today.  

 
 
The AC name came from the name of their first commercial three wheeler - 

the autocarrier, which was designed and manufactured by John Weller.  He 
previously had his own business in London in 1903 making the Weller car but 

this was not a great success. 
 
 

The autocarrier was built as a small delivery van and became very successful.  
It was also fashionable at that time for companies to have at least one 
autocarrier as a delivery van. 

 

 
Restored Autocarrier  

 

In 1908, a new passenger version called the ñAC Sociableò was introduced.  
The name came about because the passenger and driverôs seat were side by 
side and not in tandem as many other three wheelers were at the time.  It 

was also the first time that the initials AC had been used.  
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 1914 AC Sociable  

 

 
During World War 1, AC continued to produce vehicles as well as shells and 
fuses.  By 1919, they were back in full car production  with 10hp and 12hp 

engines.  These were later replaced by a six cylinder 16hp model.   
 
 

For the next few years, AC turned to producing four wheeled ve hicles and did 
not produce another three wheeler until 1953 with the AC Petite.  The petite 
was powered by a 346cc single cylinder two stroke Villiers engine and had an 

aluminium body fastened to a light steel frame.  
 

 1953 AC Petite  
 
These cars were not successful, as despite their price of £400, the car looked 

like the government sponsored invalid cars that AC also made.  The 
production of the petite continued until 1958.  
 

 
AC Ace 

 
The all new Ace arrived in 1953, designed by John Tojerio.  The Ace used the 
old 1991cc AC engine. 

 
 
The distinctive body was produced in aluminium and looked similar to 

contemporary Ferrari models and it would also form the basis for the 
lengedary Cobra. 
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1958 Ace Roadster  

 

The car featured a lightweight chassis with a Bristo l six cylinder engine which 
produced 120hp.  Due to itôs light weight and advanced suspension, the car 
had good performance and handling, which saw it race at Le Mans in 1957 

and 1958. 
 
 

The Ace was also manufactured with an AC built 2L straight six engine which 
produced 100hp.  In the final years of production, some models were fitted 
with the Mark II Ford Zephyr 2.6L straight six engine.  A hardtop version of 

the Ace was also produced which was called the Aceca. 
 

 Latest AC Ace  

 

The latest Ace has been designed and developed, not only to meet the 
rigorous safety and emission requirements of Europe and North America, but 
also to provide an aerodynamically stable, long lasting vehicle that is practical 

and easy to drive. 
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At the same time, it has all the exc itement and handling characteristics of the 
almost forgotten age of powerful front engined British sports cars.  The Ace 

has a 5L EFI catalytic V8 engine, and comes either with a 5 speed manual or 
4 speed automatic gearbox. 
 

 
AC Cobra  
 

 
 
The AC Cobra was produced during the 1960s and is perhaps one of the most 
iconic cars of all time. 

 
 
Like many British specialist manufacturers, AC Cars had been using the 

smooth, refined Bristol straight -6 engine in its small volume production, 
including its AC Ace 2-seater roadster.  This car had a hand built body with a 
steel tube frame, and aluminium body panels that were made using English 

wheeling machines.   
 

 
The engine was a pre World War II design of BMW which by the 1960s was 
considered dated.  Bristol decided in 1961 to cease production of its engine 

and instead to use Chrysler 313cid (5.1L) V8 engines.  
 
 

Although untrue, it is commonly believed that AC was left without a future 
source of power and that American ex-racing driver Carroll Shelby saved the 
company from bankruptcy.  

 
 

http://www.carrollshelby.com/
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AC started using the 2.6 litre Ford Zephyr engine in its cars.  In September 
1961, Shelby sent AC a letter asking them if they would build him a car 

modified to accept a V8 engine.  AC agreed, provided a suitable engine could 
be found.   
 

 
Shelby first went to Chevrolet to see if they would provide him with engines, 
but not wanting to add competition to the Corvette they said no.  Ford 

however, wanted a car that could compete with the Corvette  and they 
happened to have a brand new thin -wall small-block engine which could be 

used in this endeavor.   
 
 

In January 1962 mechanics at AC Cars in Thames Ditton, Surrey fitted the 
prototype chassis CSX0001 with a 221ci Ford V8.   
 

 
Production proved to be easy, since AC had already made most of the 
modifications needed for the small-block V8 when they installed the 2.6 litre 

Ford Zephyr engine, including the extensive rework of the AC Ace's front end.   
 
 

The first 75 óCobra Mark Iô (including the protot ype) were fitted with the 260 
engine (4.2L).  The remaining 51 óMark Iô model were fitted with a larger 
version of the Windsor Ford engine, the 289 in³ (4.7 L) V8. 

 
 
In late 1962 Alan Turner, AC's chief engineer completed a major design 

change of the car's front end and was able to fit it with rack and pinion 
steering while still using transverse leaf spring suspension.  The new car 

entered production in early 1963 and was designated óMark IIô.  The steering 
rack was borrowed from the MGB, while the new steering column came from 
the VW Beetle.   

 
 
By 1963 the leaf-spring Cobra was losing its supremacy in racing.  Shelby 

tried fitting a larger Ford FE engine of 390 in³.  Ken Miles drove and raced the 
FE-powered óMark IIô and pronounced the car was virtually undrivable, 
naming it óThe Turdô.  A new chassis was developed and designated óMark III ô. 

 
 
The new car was designed in co-operation with Ford in Detroit.  A new 

chassis was built using 4" main chassis tubes (up from 3") and coil spring 
suspension all around.  The new car also had wide fenders and a larger 
radiator opening.  It was powered by the "side oiler" Ford 427 engine (7.0L) 

rated at 425 bhp, which provided a top speed of 163 mph in the standard 
model and 485 bhp with a top speed of 180  mph in the competition model.   
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Cobra Mark III production began on 1 January 1965; two prototypes had 

been sent to the United States in October 1964.  Cars were sent to the US as 
unpainted rolling chassis, and they were finished in Shelby's workshop.  
 

 
Although an impressive automobile, the car was a financial failure and did not 
sell well.  In fact to save cost, most AC Cobra 427's were actually fitted with 

Ford's 428 in³ (7.0L) engine, a long stroke, smaller bore, lower cost engine, 
intended for road use rather than racing.  It seems that a total of 300 Mark 

III cars were sent to Shelby in the USA during the years 1965 and 1966, 
including the competition version.  A 27 small block narrow fender version 
which were referred to as the óAC 289ô were sold in Europe.  

 
 
Unfortunately, the Mark III missed homologation for the 1965 racing season 

and was not raced by the Shelby team.  However, it was raced successfully by 
many privateers and went on to win races all the way into the 1970s.  
 

 
AC Cobras had an extensive racing career.  Shelby wanted it to be a "Corvette 
Beater" and at nearly 500lb less than the Chevrolet Corvette, the lightweight 

car did just that.  An AC Cobra Coupe was calculated to have done 185 mph 
on the M1 motorway in 1964, driven by Jack Sears and Peter Bolton during 
shakedown tests prior to that year's Le Mans 24h race.   

 
 
Although successful in racing, the AC Cobra was a financial failure, which led 

Ford and Carroll Shelby to discontinue importing cars from England in 1967.  
AC Cars kept producing the coil spring AC Roadster with narrow fenders, a 

small block Ford 289 and called the car the óAC 289ô, it was built and sold in 
Europe until late 1969.  This car with modifications would appear again in 
1982 as the Autokraft Mk IV, basically an AC MkIII car wi th a 5.0L Ford V8 

and Borg Warner T5 Transmission. 
 

 1967 Shelby Cobra 427  
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Autocraft was manufacturing an AC 289 continuation car called the Mark IV.  
Shortly after, Shelby filed a lawsuit against AC Cars and Brian A Angliss, in the 

District Court in Los Angeles.  The ensuing settlement resulted in Shelby and 
AC Cars/Angliss releasing a joint press release whereby AC/Angliss 
acknowledged that Carroll Shelby was (and is) the manufacturer of record of 

all the 1960s AC Cobra automobiles in the United States and that Shelby 
himself is the sole person allowed to call his car a Cobra.   
 

 
Despite this there is no doubt that every Cobra made in the '60s was 

manufactured by AC Cars in England, shipped to Shelby for completion. 
Carroll Shelby's company Shelby Automobiles, Inc. continues to manufacture 
the Shelby Cobra FIA 289 and 427 S/C vehicles in various forms at its facility 

in Las Vegas, Nevada.  These cars retain the general style and appearance of 
their original 1960s ancestors, but are fitted with modern ame nities.  
 

 
In 2006 Carol Shelby's own Shelby Cobra sold at an auction in Arizona for 
£2.8million. 

 
 
In an effort to improve top speed along the legendary Mulsanne Straight at 

the 24 Hours of Le Mans race, a number of enclosed, coupe variations were 
constructed using the leafspring chassis and running gear of the AC/Shelby 
Cobra Mark II.  The most famous and numerous of these were the official 

works Shelby Daytona Cobra Coupes.   
 
 

AC also produced a Le Mans coupe.  The car was a one-off and was nearly 
destroyed after a high-speed tire blow-out at the 1964 Le Mans race.  It has 

now been completely rebuilt and now sits in private hands in England.  The 
third significant Cobra-based coupe was the Willment Cobra Coupe built by 
the JWA racing team.  

 
 
A road-going Shelby Daytona Cobra replica is being manufactured by 

Superformance and Factory Five Racing, a well known kit car company.  
These cars use Peter Brock's bodywork designs, scaled up to increase room 
inside, and a newly designed spaceframe chassis, they are powered by 

Roush-built Ford Windsor (Sportsman) engines.   
 
 

The Superformance Shelby Daytona Coupe is the only modern day vehicle 
recognized by Shelby as a successor to the original Coupes.  Peter Brock's 
Australian namesake, the race car driver, was killed while driving a GM-

powered replica of a Shelby Daytona Coupe in competition in Australia in 
2006. 
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From the late 1980's forward, Carroll Shelby and associated companies have 
generated what can be called in the hobby, "Continuation Cars" the Idea 

being a "Shelby" authorized continuation of the original AC bodied , Shelby 
Cobra series.  Initially the car everyone wanted in a continuation was a 427 
S/C model which was represented in the CSX4000 series.  This was meant to 

continue where the last 427 S/C production left off, approximately serial 
number CSX3560 in the 1960s. 
 

 
The initial CSX4000 series cars were completed from spares that Shelby 

personally had on the shelf, coupled with newly generated or obtained parts.  
Gradually as the vintage parts supply ran low, newly constructed frames and 
body panels were obtained from a wide variety of suppliers.  From CSX4001 

to CSX4999 the production of 1000 cars to took roughly 20 years and many 
different business relationships to complete. 
 

 
Bearing in mind the dif ferent cobras originally produced; 260 Slab Side Street 
Car Mark I 260 -289, Mark II 289, the FIA race cars, the M ark III 427, they 

are all available now as continuations.  In 2009, The CSX4999 was produced, 
concluding the 4000 series with the next cars now moved to the CSX 6000 
serial numbers and production continues. 

 
 
Currently in 2009, CSX6000 continued where the CSX4000 series left off, 

featuring "coil over" suspension.  The 289 FIA "leaf spring" race version of the 
car is reproduced as CSX 7000, and the original "slab side" leaf spring *street 
car* is the CSX 8000 series. 

 
 

To date most continuations are produced in fiberglass, with some very special 
customers custom ordering cars with aluminum or carbon fibre bodywork.   
Shelby Motors built 22 ó427ô competition roadsters.  In 1965, one was 

selected and converted into a special model called the 427 "Cobra to End All 
Cobrasò.   
 

 
The first one of these (number CSX 3015) was originally part of a European 
promotional tour before its conversion.   This conversion called for making the 

original racing model street legal with mufflers, a windshield and bumpers 
amongst other modifications.  However, some things were not modified, 
including the racing rear end, brakes and headers.   
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The most notable modification is the addition of Twin Paxton Superchargers.  
This gave the car an alleged 800 bhp and 462 ft lbs of torque at an 

astounding low of 3000 rpm.   Officially rated at 0-to-60 at 4.5 seconds, 
legend and lore have it as doing that in a little over 3 seconds as one  must lay 
off the throttle heavily just to get traction off the line.  

 
 
A separate publication will be available on the AC Cobra. 
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AC Frua  
 

AC also produced the AC Frua until 1973.  The AC Frua was built on a 
stretched Cobra 427 MK III coil spring chassis using a very angular handsome 
steel body designed and built by Pietro Frua.  With the demise of the Frua, AC 

went on building lesser cars and eventually fell in to bankruptcy in the late 
1970s.  The company's tooling and eventually the right to use the na me, were 
licensed by Autocraft, a Cobra parts reseller and replica car manufacturer 

owned by Brian Angliss.   
 

 1968 AC Frua  
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